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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2016-467
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: July 26, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS; F
Date of Analysis: July 29, 2016
Type of Action: Appropriation; Reauthorization for Positions
Bill Summary: The ordinance concerns a continuation grant; it appropriates $430,681.82 from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection Florida Inland Protection Fund to provide funding for the Gas Storage Tank Inspection Program (the “program”) in Baker, Duval, Nassau and St. Johns Counties administered by the Environmental Quality Division of the Neighborhoods Department for the grant period from July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017, as initiated by B.T. 16-179; the ordinance reauthorizes positions in the program for the grant period, as initiated by R. C. 16-179; it provides oversight by the Neighborhoods Department.
Background Information: Funding for the Gas Tank Inspection Program supports EQD’s efforts to comply with federal and state regulations.  Compliance with national and state standards protects the City’s soil, stormwater, surface water, and other environmental resources.  The primary objective of this program is to perform biennial compliance assistance inspections for above-ground and underground storage tank systems to ensure that the facilities are in compliance with the regulations.  By operating in compliance, the facilities reduce the possibility of a petroleum discharge to the environment and allow them to detect and mitigate a discharge in the event that one occurs.  If this funding were not appropriated, the City would lose the ability to inspect the above-ground and underground storage tanks in Duval County.  Currently, there are more than 2,200 of these tanks that contain petroleum substances, hazardous substances and mineral acids.  Each of these has the potential to have a discharge that could contaminate the environment and threaten the City’s drinking water.
Policy Impact: Neighborhoods Department/Environmental Quality Division/Gas Storage Tank Inspection
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $430,681.82 in funding from the State of Florida
Analyst: Jackson
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